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YES. POOR THINGS. §\
THE YOUNGEST, SALIM,
MUST BE JUST THREE /8

- S » \Il
SALIM® AND HIS EIGHT SIBLINGS CAME TO LIVE WITH THE TYABUIS IN BOMBAY*, SALIM | v
stwur annwmarmuﬁm NIECES AND NEPHEWS. SOME YEARS LATER - ||§

s QUL mm:iH‘

YOU'YE SAVED
HIM FROM THE

* PRONOUNCED SAA-LIM
“ NOW CALLED MUMBAI I
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] [AmiRUDDIN WAS A KeEN sHIARL [ i

ARE YOU
GOING ON A
SHIKAR, UNCLE

CANT | COME

—~ — ,’_
LOOK AT HIMI ~
HE'S TOO DAZED HE'LL SOON \
TO MOVE. START TO FEEL
AT HOME.
7 \i’JI . =
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- AT THE TIME, BOMBAY WAS SURROUNDED

BY FORESTS. PEOPLE HUNTED FOR FOOD

SAmACHSlenEnEN A Bt ks DAL
GENTLEMAN'S SPORT.




SALIM ALI

SALIM YEARNED TO BE A HUNTER LIKE HIS UNCLE. WHEN HE WAS ABOUT NINE -
e T -

| /A DAISY NICKEL-PLATED
500 SHOT REFEATER!
'\ THANK YOU, UNCLE

YOU, SALIM. YOU
SHOULD COME
TO NO HARM IF

SALIM RAN QUT TOTRY IT. |/ SULEIMAN, SEE “\RUBBLIEES
WHAT IGOTILET'S J8% |3




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SALIM SOON BECAME VERY GOOD AT SHOOTING DOWN SMALL BIRDS, BUT
ﬁmmrmwmmmwxmmmmr L

ONE DAY, SALIM SHOT DOWN A LITTLE MALE

mﬂmmamam

EﬂJM WKOIETHATMEEFEHH“& HEMEHIT&MLEMWE WHO HAD COME TO l

GUARD THE NEST.
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ONE DAY, SALIM WAS OUT SHOOTING Ll
= -

EXCELLENTILET'S @
TAKE IT TO NANNOO® AND
ASK HIM FOR. GHEE AND

MLLTAKEITTO
\ UNCLE AMIRUDDIN
AND ASK HIM. &

*NANNOO WAS THE TYABUIS' COOK. HE WAS VERY FOND OF THE CHILDREN, EVEN HELPING SALIM WITH HIS AVIARY,
* CLARIFIED BUTTEE AND SFICES 5



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

SN'T A NORMA 2 HE IS, BUT HE WON'T
5??!![2('?# 5£LIM. ml'i!E .= BITE I'LL WRITE YOU A
RIGHT. WHY DON'T YOU TALK TO : et My LETTER OF INTRODUCTION,
MY FRIEND, MR MILLARD? HE'S SAYING YOU'VE COME ABOUT

. - A BIRD. HE'LL BE HAPPY
THE SECRETARY OF THE BNHS, e & TO MEET YOU.

MILLARD'S ROOM AT THE BNHS -
—— — ™

THAT'S A
YELLOW-THROATED
SPARROW®, BUT WE

SHOULD BE QUITE SURE.
LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT




WE'LL .
START WITH SOME
OF THE COMMONEST
SPECIMENS. YOU CAN
READ THESE BOOKS
AT HOME.

| WHEN SALIM WAS 14, HE HAD SEVERE HEADACHES. UNABLE
TO SAY WHAT CAUSED THEM, THE DOCTOR SUGGESTED HE TAKE

YOUR BROTHER HAMID
[ HAS OFFERED TO HAVE YOU

STAY WITH HIM IN SIND.

| GET TO MISS
SCHOOL? THIS IS
TOO GOOD TO BE

SALIM LED AN EXCITING OUTDOOR LIFE IN SIND, EXPLORING
THE NEW TERRAIN, HAMID WAS, LIKE MOST OF SALIM'S IWONDER IF

FAMILY, AN EAGER SHIKARI, EARLY ONE MORNING, ON THEIR ANY OF US WILL
BE ALIVE TO SEE

ITTHEN.

5 DID SEE IT AGAININ 1586,
WHEN HE WAS 80 YEARS OLD.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

BUT THE HOLIDAY ENDED, AND SALIM MOVED BACK TO BOMBAY. HE MATRICULATED
JH1§13.W5FIAFER’SM§E =
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JABIR WANTS YOU IN BURMA.

YOU'LL BE HIS PARTNER IN l ! A
ANEW I'4"El\i‘l'l..ﬂ!.'5. MINING

SALIM LEFT BOMBAY IN SEPTEMBER 1914. HE TOOK A TRAIN TO CALCUTTA* AND THEN A STEAMER ACROSS
THE BAY OF BENGAL TO BURMA. HIS SISTER AKHTAR, AND HER HUSBAND SALAH, CAME TD MEET HIM.

HE STAYED WITH THEM, BEFORE MAKING THE TRIF UPRIVER TO TAVOY, WHERE JABIR LIVED.

* A RARE METAL, ALSO CALLED TUNGSTEN " “ NOW KOLKATA



SALIM ALI
mmmﬂwmmmmmmanmmmmxmmmmm
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ABOUT BURMESE BIRDS. HE HAD [l ' g : S0ITWAS

. A WHITE-WINGED
HOHNMME&,WTFEGNLY Y BLACK JAYI THERE'S A

CERTAIN SATISFACTION

UNCLE AMIRUDDIN
HAS PASSED AWAY.
THE FAMILY FEELS THAT )

| AGREE. WHY DON'T
NP YOU GO TO BOMBAY AND
STUDY ACCOUNTANCY? WHEN
YOU GRADUATE, YOU CAN COME
BACK AND HELP WITH
THE BUSINESS,




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

BACK IN BOMBAY, SALIM ENROLLED IN A COURSE IN COMMERCIAL LAW AND ACCOUNTANCY AT DAVAR'S
COLLEGE. HE HAD CLASSES FROM 8 TO 10 EVERY MORNING. AS S00ON AS THEY WERE OVER. ..

... HE WOULD PICK UF HIS —_—— o -
FRIEND, STANLEY H PRATER. =3 . ——
HOP ON,
PRATER,
WE'RE GOING
TO BE LATE!
17
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. . | SAW THIS
...Marsrmmﬁmam»'ﬂ PLACK-AND-BUFF
WOODPECKER NEAR
Mmmmmmmxm. -~y -~
s BURMA. FEATHERS ARE
L A X. STRIKING.
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TEHMINA, AN OLD
FAMILY FRIEND. SHE'S

BUT AS THEY TALKED, SALIM | IN 1918, SALIM AND TEHMINA WERE MARRIED. THEY WENT TO BURMA,
FOUND THAT THEY SHARED | WHERE THEY KEFT A VARIETY OF PETS, INCLUDING A LEOFARD CAT, A

L
T
SALIM NEVER DID SEE A RHINO. MEANWHILE, THE BUSINESS DECLINED, AND
FOLDED UP IN 1924. SALIM AND TEHMINA MOVED BACK TO BOMBAY.

* HORIZONTAL PLANKS OF WOOD LAID UNDER.
RAILWAY TRACKS AS SUPFORT 11




AMAR CHITRA KATHA
ﬁuuwmwmmm M?‘ _
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THIS LAKE
ATTRACTS SO

MANY BIRDS . \ 3
_—

HOW IMPORTANT THAT
s PIECE OF PAPER
WOULD BEI

b

-

I'M PLANNING SALIM GOT THE JOB. SHORTLY AFTER,
; ATIGER SHOOT NEAR
o I Mmrmmmmm

ARE THICK AND QUITE

: TURNED ON HIM AND
| MAULED HIM TO DEATH.
'\ AZEEM MANAGED TO FIGHT
IT OFF BARE-HANDED.
N HEISIN HOSFITAL,

IT WAS HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW, SHUMS.

BUT AFEWDAYS LATER-|

I'™M SOREY,
SHUMS. | CANT
COME. THE MUSEUM
IS OFFERING A JOB
FOR A NATURALIST,

12



SALIM ALI

OF STUDENTS ABOUT WILDLIFE AND ECOLOGY IN INDIA

MUCH MORE | HAVE
TO LEARN ABOUT
THESE BIRDS. | NEED
TO STUDY THEM

ASKING IF THEY'LL
LET ME STUDY

| CAN SEE HELIGOLAND'S
LIGHTHOUSE, PROFESSOR
STRESEMANN. THE LIGHT MUST

ATTRACT MANY BIRDS
EVERY NIGHT.

13

IN THE MUSEUM, SALIM DESIGNED A SYLLABUS TO TEACH GROUPS

I[TUSEDTOBEA
BARREN ISLAND. OUR
SCIENTISTS MADE POOLS
OF WATER. AND PLANTED
TREES AND SHRUBS.
BIRDS PASSING BY
NOW LAND HERE.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

ON
SOME NIGHTS,
THERE ARE AS MANY
AS 1200 BIRDS, WE PUT
TINY RINGS AROUND
THEIR LEGS AND
RELEASE THEM.

14

THIS IS
WONDERFULI THESE
RINGS WILLTELLUS

WHERE THE BIRDS
ARE TRAVELLING. I'D
LIKE TO DO THE SAME
THING IN INDIA.




SALIM AL

IN 1930, SALIM RETURNED TO INDIA, TO FIND THAT HIS OLD POSITION AT THE MUSEUM HAD BEEN
SCRAFFED. HE AND TEHMINA MOVED TO A HOUSE HER FAMILY OWNED [N KIHIM, OUTSIDE BOMBAY.

AND BUILD NESTS.
WHEN THEY'RE HALF

OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, SALIM WATCHED
THE BAYAS FOR HOURS EVERY DAY,

'...AWEMEBHILDET}E

£ ..,J ™ REST OF THE NEST AROUND HER.

“BUT ONCE THAT NEST IS DONE, THEMALEEHH.EEAHDTHER

g

sﬁwsmmrsmmasmmmmm mmmmmmmmr
RELIED UPON HIS CAREFUL OBSERVATIONS TO ANALYSE THE BEHAVIOUR OF THE BAYA WEAVER

W s

* ORNITHOLOGY IS THE STUDY OF BIRDS,
15



AMAR CHITRA KATHA
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WE KNOW
SO LITTLE ABOUT INDIAN
BIRDS, TEHMINA. IT'S A PITY.
THE PRINCELY STATES HAYE
HUGE UNSURVEYED

SALIM WAS FULL OF IDEAS - |

LOTS OF PEOPLE

WILL BE EAGER TO HAVE

OUR BIRD LIFE MAPPED AND

I| SURVEYED IN A SYSTEMATIC

WAY. YOU JUST NEED
TO FIND THE RIGHT

_ OPPORTUNITY.

YOU'RE RIGHT,
I'VE DONE ENOUGH
HUNTING FOR JOBS.
I'LL JUST MAKE MY
OWNI

WE CAN
' STARTWITH \
HYDERABAD STATE".
IT HAS VAST FORESTS
AND A RICH VYARIETY

WEMHPWEWEGMAGREED mlﬂfw FAY EXPENSES. mmmm‘fﬁ
WROTE TO PROFESSOR STRESEMANN AND TO AN ORNITHOLOGIST FRIEND, HUGH WHISTLER, ASKING FOR ADVICE.

THEY ASKED SALIM TO GO AHEAD AND COLLECT LOTS OF SPECIMENS. IN THOSE DAYS,
VERY LITTLE mmwmmum THERHEFOEHFWAEHMMHLR
o ' ir ] 3

IDON'T THINK
THIS FOREST

*NOW FART OF ANDHRA PRADESH

16



SALIMALI
THEY STAYED IN EMFTY HUTS, GUEST HOUSES, AND ONCE, IN AN ABANDONED COWSHED.

THERE, NOW
IT"S LIKE HOME.
WE CAN READ
AND WORK HERE
PEACEFULLY,

CURTAINS AND
VASESTOA
FORESTY +

SALIM WORKED TIRELESSLY AT THIS WONDERFUL

GOOD MORNING!
WE'LL COLLECT TiLL
LUNCHTIME. THEN YOU CAN SKIN
\ THE SPECIMENS IN CAMF. I'LL GO
OUT INTHE AFTERNOON TO

SALIM WOULD NOT REST, IN THE EVENINGS, HE WROTE
DETAILED NOTES ABOUT THE BIRDS HE HAD SEEN THAT DAY,

* THE PRINCELY STATES OF COCHIN AND TRAVANCORE WERE COMBINED
INTO ONE STATE, KERALA, UPON INDEPENDENCE. 17




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

MWWEKMMWAMMW g

S0 ON HIS MWMMWE’F
THE TRAM AT KURIARKUTTY - B

SOME CRAZY BOMBAY
PEOPLE ARE NEAREY,
LOOKING FOR BIRDS,
THEY MIGHT PAY YOU
FORTHIS!

HAWK-EAGLE. THEY'RE FAIRLY
COMMON, BUT I'M ALWAY'S
ON THE LOOKOUT FOR NEW




BIG BIRDYT OH NOI
WE'RE SHORT OF PACKING
SPACE. | DON'T KNOW
HOW WE'LL FIT THIS

OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS, SALIM VISITED DIFFERENT KINDS OF ENVIRONMENTS
10 SURVEY BIRDS. HE WENT TO THE COOL DAMP KOTAGIRI HILLS IN TAMIL NADU ...

“NOW IN FAKISTAN



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

FROM 1934 T0 ‘39, SALIM AND TEHMINA LIVED IN DEHRADUN, THEY

WERE IDYLLIC YEARS, FILLED WITH LONG WALKS AND STIMULATING _: m;fmmm

m'mmm‘m' Y 21000 POISONNG. SHE DIED 500N
i - i - . A &k A £ 1 AFTER.
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IT READ, TEHMINA? NI T

YOU'VE A WONDERFUL .’ l 4

FEEL FORENGLISH. filiaa Tt
Jr;-.
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¥/ ISNOTTHE
E | SAME WITHOUT
A TEHMINA. WHAT

_-‘1-11;}\&
' m J/ DEHRADUN

SOUND RIGHT. A=

T ]

SALIM MOVED BACK TO BOMBAY HIS SISTER KAMOO AND |
HER HUSBAND HASSAN INVITED HIM TO LIVE WITH THEM. |&

’ |

| ——

BUT HE ALWAYS HAD TIME FOR BIRDING. HE | - I 5.4) 15y SPENT A LOT OF TIME IN THE BNHS, WITH ITS
ACQUIRED QUITE A FOLLOWING AMONG THE :
fauias Excms.airar
N ~ A P8

EXACT COLOUR AS THESAND Y]
AND VEEY HARD TO SPOT. WHEN
IT RAINS AND THE SAND GETS

WTHEHHEM'ED
LAEEQ, WHO WOULD LATER WRITE A BOOK,
ABOUT INDIAN BIRDS', WITH

20




SALIM ALI

WH[EIHMY&(UMMHMWMMAMNESEW WHO HAD TO FLEE SINGAFORE WHEN l_

THE.MH&HEEE TOOKITIN 1'5‘!2.[

SALIM INVITED LOKE WAN THO FOR A
KUTCH SURVEY IN 1943, IT WAS HARD
WORK. WORLD WAR Il WAS ON AND
PETROL WAS RATIONED.

YOU MUST
SEE THE FLAMINGOS
THE NEXT TIME THEY
GATHER HERE.

MAHARAQ VIJAYARAJI, THE RULER OF KUTCH, WAS AN
ENTHUSIASTIC HUNTER AND NATURALIST. HE INVITED
SALIM TO CHAT WITH HIM IN THE EVENINGS. "

I
I

——
S — E ] .

YES,
I SEEM TO HAVE MISSED
THE BREEDING SEASON
g THIS YEAR.

21



AMAR CHITRA KATHA

LOKE WAN THO WAS SALIM'S COMPANION ON MANY UNCOMFORTABLE |\
TRIPS, SALIM USUALLY HIRED PRIVATE LOCAL VEHICLES. d

IT'S PROBABLY
RUNNING ON CHARCOAL
GAS OR SOME OTHER

CHEAP FUEL, BECAUSE

WAGON OF YOUR OWN
FOR THIS SORT OF

22




SALIM ALI
= _a — —
| IT WAS ALSO IN 1945, WHEN HE WAS MAKING PLANS FOR A TRIP TO

TIBET, THAT SALIM GOT A VERY IMPORTANT TELEGRAM. IT WAS FROM
THE MAHARAOQ OF KUTCH SAYING THAT HUGE DROVES OF FLAMINGOS

= _: ﬁmmmmmmmwmwmmm
= | BREED. IF THERE IS TOO MUCH OR TOO LITTLE RAIN, IT IS HARD TO PREDICT WHEN THEY WILL BREED. THAT
=N YEAR, SALIM ESTIMATED THAT THERE WERE 5 LAKH FLAMINGOS NESTING IN FLAMINGO CITY IN KUTCH.

23



LATER THAT YEAR, SALIM TREKKED TO TIBET, TO WEEKS WENT il
MOUNT KAILASH AND LAKE MANASAROVAR. WITH ;Eaﬂ:cmmm
HIM WAS mm THE SON OF A FAMILY FRIEND.

/" LIKE WHEN YOU '\

[ USEDTOTAKEME |
BIRDING AROUND /.
DEHRADUN.

| Mﬁmmm mm
MADE HIM DIZZY - BUT HE WAS S0 ENTHRALLED BY THE
BRDLHEMYMWMW

24



SALIM ALI
NEAR MANASAROVAR, THEY STOPPED AT A LAKE CALLED DING ma]

WHAT
LOVELY BIRDS '\
THEY ARE, THESE

OH, GELONG!
YOU PANICKED
ABOUT BANDITS
ALL THE WAY, AND
NOW YOU THINK

I'LL DROWN.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

GELONG TURNED OUT TO BE RIGHT ABOUT
THE BANDITS TDO, FOR ON THEIR WAY -

IT“MEAWIHTATHMTHME. THEMROFAE

SALIM
BHAII LET'S RUN
AND ESCAPE THIS
BAD MAN.

AREA WAS FULL OF BANDITS WAITING TO ROB PILGRIMS. 85

s&m&nmmasm WAS ACTUALLY A FOLDING CHAIR.

26
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WTTU AND WALKED AWAY.
—. —

THE




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

WE'VE GOT
RECOGNITION FROM
BOMBAY UNIVERSITY.

HOW MUCH TROUBLE '\
\ | HAD WHEN | WANTED
S TOSTUDYBIRDS _4

o // THERE IN 1935. THE

SALIM AND HIS STUDENTS RANGED ACROSS THE | LAKE ATTRACTS MANY
COUNTRY. ONE OF SALIM'S FAVOURITE PLACES WAS ‘& \ BIRDS, INCLUDING LOTS OF
THE KEOLADEQ GHANA LAKE AT BHARATPUR™. ITTE o 3

USED TO BE THE HUNTING GROUND OF RAJAS. | i

RINGING OF BIRDS
INBHARATPUR, LIKEIN _/
HELIGOLAND. r N

| THE FROBLEM, AS OFTEN, WAS ONE OF MONEY.

., 2 W
|| IN 1957, A TYPE OF ENCEFHALITIS BROKE OUT IN KARNATAKA. THE WHO
FOLIND THAT IT WAS ODDLY SIMILAR TO A DISEASE IN RUSSIA. N

>~ THEWHOSUSFPECTS ™
THAT THE DISEASE IS BEING
| CARRIED BY MIGRATORY -
BIRDS. THEY WILL HELP FINANCE
OUR BIRD-RINGING TO STUDY
MIGRATION PATTERNS.
WE CAN START WITH
PHARATFUR. -y

*IT IS NOW A BIRD SANCTUAEY
A WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION 28
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THE RINGING SHOWED SALIM AND HIS TEAM WHERE THESE BIRDS CAME FROM. AMONG THEM
WERE RARE WHITE SIBERIAN CRANES WHICH FLEW 6000 KMS, ALL THE WAY FROM RUSSIA.




AMAR CHITRA KATHA

QUIETLY, SALIM AL HAD BECOME FAMOUS. THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE READ HIS
‘BOOK OF INDIAN BIRDS, AND WERE INSPIRED BY HIS LOVE FOR NATURE. AMONG

THEM WAS JAWAHARLAL NEHRU* WHO READ IT IN DEHRADUN JAIL IN 1942, ‘I

“IN 1847 HE WOULD BECOME
INDIA'S FIRST FRIME MINISTER.

HE ASKED SALIM TO AUTOGRAPHIT ...

-+ AND SENT IT TO HIS DAUGHTER,
INDIRA, IN NAINI JAIL™.
| HAYE ALWAYS SALIM WROTE MANY BOOKS AND BEGAN TO GET RECOGNITION. IN
LOVED ANIMALS, BUT | 1967, HE GOT THE J FAUL GETTY WILDLIFE CONSERVATION FRIZE
KNOW LITTLE ABOUT BIRDS, OF $ 100,000, HE USED IT TO FORM THE SALIM ALl CONSERVATION
NOW, FOR THE FIRST TIME, I'M FUND.T
PAYING ATTENTION TO
THEIR SONGSI

THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT GAVE HIM THE PADMA BHUSHAN IN
1958, AHB!‘H 1'5?5, HEHAEAWAKDEB msmmu HH\‘LB\FM g

T"i"r..d_.iﬂ




SALIM ALI

FAME MADE VERY LITTLE DIFFERENCE TO SALIM. EVEN AT 90, THOUGH INCREASINGLY SUFFERING
FROM DEAFNESS, THE 'OLD MAN;, AS HIS STUDENTS FONDLY CALLED HIM, CONTINUED TO WALK
ACROSS THE ROUGHEST AND LONELIEST TERRAIN, WATCHING THE BIRDS HE ADORED S0 MUCH.

il (i = i oepeapbed -

SALIM ALI DIED IN 1987, AT THE AGE OF 91, HE LEFT BEHIND HIM A LEGACY OF READERS
AND STUDENTS, OF PEOPLE WHO YALUED, STUDIED AND PROTECTED THE NATURAL WORLD.
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